THE   SERVETUS   AFFAIR

amateurish but strongly imaginative insight soon found
fresh stimulus and other polemic possibilities.    When
correcting the proofs of an edition of Ptolemy's Geography,
Servetus, betwixt night and morning, transformed him-
self into a professional geographer, and provided the
work with a detailed introduction.  Again, when he was
revising the proofs of medical books, his mobile mind
became that of a doctor, and ere long, he did actually
devote himself to the study of medicine.   Removing to
Paris with this end in view, he worked beside Vesalius
upon the preparation of dissections and gave anatomical
lectures.    But here likewise, as before in the field of
theology, the impatient man, ere he had completed his
studies and had been granted a medical degree, began
to teach others and tried to excel his competitors. Then,
in the medical school at Paris, he announced that he was
going to give lectures on mathematics, meteorology,
astronomy, and astrology; but the physicians at the
university were exasperated at this mishmash of astrology
with the healing art, and they took some of his quackeries
amiss.   Servetus-Villanovus fell into disfavour with the
authorities; and the Parlement of Paris received a com-
plaint that he was doing much mischief with his' 'judicial
astrology," a science condemned both by divine and
mundane laws.   Once more Servetus saved himself by
flight, although not before the identity of "Michel de
Vttleneuve" with the wanted heretic Miguel Servetus,
had been disclosed.     Still, Villanovus the instructor
quitted Paris as inconspicuously as Servetus the theolo-
gian had previously quitted Germany.  For a long time
nothing was heard of him; and when he cropped up
again he was wearing a new mask.  Who would suspect
that Pierre Paulmier, Archbishop of Vienne, could have
engaged as his physician in ordinary one who had been
outlawed as a heretic and condemned by the Parlement
of Paris as a charlatan?  Anyhow Michel de Villeneuve
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